
Broadband Access Grant
by Rebecca Dilg    Director - Utah Broadband Center



GOAL:
● Facilitate broadband access to all Utahns 

● Offset “last-mile broadband” capital expenses in:
○ unserved rural areas 
○ underserved areas

● Target: Areas unlikely to receive broadband 
without grant funding.



Statutory Priorities

1. Unserved rural area  < 25/3 Mbps
2. Underserved area < 100/20 Mbps
3. Meaningful engagement with the impacted 

community
a. provide a public benefit 
b. include a long-term public benefit 



40 Mbps 
Download

• 1-2 Individuals
• 1-3 Devices
• 1 work from home
• Streaming HD TV & movies
• No online gaming
• No large files downloaded

• 1-2 Individuals
• 1-3 Devices
• 2 Work from home
• Streaming 4K TV
• Casual gaming
• Large files downloaded 

500 Mbps 
Download



Populated areas without 25 
download/ 3 upload 
broadband speeds

Unserved



Statutory Priorities

4. Economically distressed area of the state
● Distressed Communities Economic Index: https://eig.org/dci; 
● DWS data: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/index.html

● Or comparable 

https://eig.org/dci
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/index.htm


Statutory Priorities

5. Greatest investment in last-mile connections
6. Provide higher speed 

(>/= 100/20; + points for >/= 100/100)
7. 25% money match / higher priority for greater match



ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
● Telecommunications provider or ISP
● Public-private partnership established for 

expanding broadband
● Tribal government



Grant Requirements for Applicants

● $7.5 million grant max
● One application per grant cycle
● Impact of available funding / matching federal grants
● Scalable technology given priority



Grant Requirements for Awardees

● Required Professional Engineer review
● 30 months from date of award to complete project
● Grant funds not eligible to fund projects in areas 

receiving support from the UUSF 



Application Considerations

● New project not in progress unless an upgrade
● Operate network for minimum of 5 years
● Number of potential subscribers 
● Provide service at reasonable cost (3 yrs)
● Current available broadband service (maps, 

speed tests, surveys, document existing 
infrastructure



Supporting Documentation

● Map files
● Design plans
● Local government resolution and minutes 
● List of stakeholders and partners
● Proof of project’s financing
● Budget details
● GRAMA form (request for confidentiality)



 

Grant Scoring Priority 
Rank

Category Description Points Possible 

1 Unserved Rural <25/3 & 
Anticipated Improvement

● Provided service area with map-
● Verified eligible area 
● Rural areas lacking fixed terrestrial 25/3 connection 

(unserved) can receive up to 40 points based on 
anticipated improvements from pre-existing broadband 
service.  Non-rural unserved can receive up to 30 points. 
(see table below)*  

● Rural areas lacking fixed terrestrial 100/20 (underserved) 
can receive up to 30 points based on anticipated 
improvements from pre-existing broadband service.  
Non-rural underserved can receive up to 20 points. (see 
table below)*

If the project includes both unserved and underserved passings, 
each will be scored separately and the resultant scores averaged.

40*

Unserved Non-Rural <25/3 
& Anticipated 
Improvement

or 30*

2 Underserved Rural < 
100/20  Anticipated 
Improvement

or 30*

Underserved Non-Rural 
<100/20 & Anticipated 
Improvement

or 20*

3 Community Impact a. Meaningful engagement with the impacted community. Resolution 
and minutes supporting resolution from local legislative meeting that 
identify an innovative means of providing a public benefit that 
addresses the community's needs

5

b. Include as a component of the proposed project, a long-term public 
benefit to the impacted community developed in response to the 
eligible applicant's engagement with the community. 

10

4 Economic Need

Shows how the project is located in an economically distressed area of 
the state as measured by indices of unemployment, poverty, or 
population loss. Shows how it is unlikely to be served without grant 
funding. Include an explanation of terrain, population density, 
socioeconomic factors, or other factors contributing to the cost.

10

Speed 
Now:

<25/3 <25/3 <25/3 <25/3 <25/3 <100/20 <100/20 <100/20 <100/20

Speed 
After 
Build:

25/3 100/20 100/100 1G/100 1G/1G 100/20 100/100 1G/100 1G/1G

Rural
Points 
Awarded:

0 20 25 35 40* 10 15 25 30*

Non-rural
Points 
Awarded:

0 10 15 25 30* 0 10 15 20*



Grant Scoring 5 Greatest Investment in 
Last-mile Connections - 
Technology, and number of 
passes

Description of network design. Provides evidence of the scalability and 

capabilities of the proposed project's technology, the ability to upgrade, 

that the proposed network meets industry reliability standards, and will 

provide a long-term solution for the community.

10

Number of households/businesses impacted.  50 to 499 households add 3 

points; 500+ households add 5 points

5

6 Highest speed Speed, latency, packet loss, and affordability are competitive and will meet 
community needs on both upload and download speeds.  

5

7 Matching Funds As required, and for zero (0) points, the applicant provides at least 25% of 
the money needed for the proposed project with higher priority to 
projects for which the eligible applicant provides a greater percentage of 
the money needed for the project.   One (1) point for every 5% in 
additional matching funds above the required 25% provided by the 
grantee or other leveraged funds up to 10 points

10

8 Budget /Finance 
/Sustainability and 
Implementation Readiness

Technical, managerial, and financial capabilities of the applicant 
demonstrating the ability to complete the proposed project; leveraged 
funding from other sources, including federal matching funds

5

Total possible points 100



business.utah.gov/broadband
 

/broadband-access-grant/

https://business.utah.gov/broadband/
https://business.utah.gov/broadband/broadband-access-grant/
https://utahecon.secure.force.com/econ/


 
1. Read the Broadband Access Grant 

Terms and Conditions



 
1. Read the Broadband Access Grant 

Terms and Conditions
2. New users - complete the New 

Portal User Request Form to 
receive login credential. ~ 24 
hours



 
1. Read the Broadband Access Grant 

Terms and Conditions
2. New users - complete the New 

Portal User Request Form to 
receive login credential. ~ 24 
hours to process

3. Click on the Apply Now button
4. Application closes November 1



 



 



 





 
Choose second county if project 
area covers two counties

Rural definition is city 
population less than 10,000

Provide a brief description of the areas 
geography, location, number of miles of 
infrastructure, and the project design.  
Verify that the proposed project area is not 
receiving support from the USF



 

Anticipated Broadband Improvements



 



 

Community Impact

Economic Need



 



 
Click file, Download, Microsoft Excel. Complete. Save to Microsoft print PDF. Upload



 

9. Business Request for Confidentiality (GRAMA) - business confidentiality for all 
commercially or financially sensitive information provided
10. Terms and Conditions
11. Declaration of Truth and Accuracy
12. Review & Status

Please sign here,
  and here,

and here,
and here,

then submit!



 

Questions?  We want to help.  Please feel free to contact me.  

Rebecca Dilg
Email: rdilg@utah.gov
Text or Call:  801-230-2269

mailto:rdilg@utah.gov


business.utah.gov/broadband


